PRODUCTION AND THE IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE
is no law in the scientific sense of the word, least of all
when the exceptions are so frequent as to be noticeable
everywhere and every day.    We shall see, too, that it
is these exceptions which are of the greatest, and even
of the only real, importance in the evolution of mankind.
If environment did determine their ideology, all men
living in the same environment would necessarily have
the same ideas and pursue the same ends.    It would be
impossible that from the same class, the same set and
even the same family, there should arise, by the side of
brothers and sisters who follow the common track, some
original  and  revolutionary  thinker.     Either environ-
ment determines ideology or does not determine it, but
an environment that in some cases determines men's
ideology and in other cases fails to do so, is either no
causal factor at all, or else there must needs exist other
factors which suspend or counteract its effects in numer-
ous cases.   If there are exceptions there must be a cause
that accounts for them.   We know that these exceptions
are in part determined by innate qualities of the in-
dividual, and in part by special and purely personal
impressions   and   experiences   during  the  individual's
lifetime.   Of these the first, belonging to the enigmatic
phenomena of heredity, are up to this time hidden from
our knowledge, while the latter are but rarely discernible,
other than to the individual experiencing them.   It was
thought for some time that the individual is the result
of two elements :   heredity and environment.    It has
been rightly said that this is trying to explain an un-
known value by means of two still less known.    For
heredity, especially as far as the transmission of the
subtle qualities of the intellect is concerned, is an un-
explored field of which we know next to nothing.   And
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